DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600
PHILIP D. MURPHY DIANE GUTIERREZ-SCACCETTI
Governor Commissioner

SHEILA Y. OLIVER
Lt. Governor

IN THE MATTER OF THE REVIEW OF
REESTABLIISHING AN HIGHWAY-RAIL AT-
GRADE CROSSING OF BLACK RIVER &
WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN
RIVER RAILROAD FREEHOLD LT. LINE,
WITH WEST MAIN STREET (CR-524), IN THE
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ATTENTION:

The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation initiated proceedings for the
above-captioned matter to determine the highway-rail at-grade crossing surface and railroad
warning devices necessary for the re-establishment of the at-grade crossing.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad requested the reestablishment of the
highway-rail at-grade crossing due to the restoration of 5 miles of the Freehold I.T. track between
Freehold and Farmingdale to divert freight operations from the NJT North Jersey Coast Line. The
line will redirect the freight service away from busy at-grade crossings in Redbank and
neighboring communities and continue to provide service to four existing customers and the Naval
Weapons Station at Earl.

After notice, a Diagnostic Team Meeting took place on Thursday, March 30, 2023, at the location
of the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing of West Main Street (CR-524), in Township of
Howell, Monmouth County.

The following stakeholders were present at the Diagnostic Team Meeting.

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT)
Salma Abdelrahim Diagnostic Team Leader Railroad Engineering Safety
Barbara Foran Principal Engineer Railroad Engineering Safety
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BLACK RIVER & WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN RIVER RAILROAD

Kean Burenga President BRW/DRRR
Colton Burenga Track Supervisor BRW/DRRR
Cathrin Banks Vice President/General Counsel BRW/DRRR
John Sobotka Safety Consultant BRW/DRRR
Ryan Gerhardt Transportation Services BRW/DRRR
MONMOUTH COUNTY
Gary Fread Asst. Superintendent/ Administration Division of Highways
Michael Nei Traffic Engineer Monmouth County
Vincent J. Cardone  Principal Traffic Engineer Monmouth County
HOWELL TOWNSHIP
Justin Yost Deputy Director of Community Development Howell Township
Michael Silvani Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit Howell Township

The Diagnostic Team, comprised of those in attendance, reviewed current conditions of West Main
Street (CR-524) pertaining to re-establishing the highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The Diagnostic Team Leader advised the attendees that the functions and powers of the Board of
Public Utility Commissioners, under Title 48:2-28 & 48:2-29 of the New Jersey Revised Statutes
transferred to the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation under Title 27-1A-62. The
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation delegated the review process to the Railroad
Engineering Safety Unit.

For purposes of review and discussion, West Main Street (CR-524) orients in the east/west
direction, and Freehold I.T. Line orients in the north/south direction. The quadrants are related to
the at-grade crossing re-establishment.
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DIAGNOSTIC TEAM FINDINGS

1.

2.

10.”

12.
13.7

14.

i3.

16.

New Jersey Transit owns the railroad right-of-way.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad will maintain and operate on the
tracks.

Rlack River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad refers to the currently disused
railroad line as the Freehold Branch.

The Railroad right-of-way at West Main Street (CR-524) is approximately sixty (60) feet wide.

. The West Main Street (CR-524) at-grade crossing is USDOT# 501186A in the Federal

Railroad Administration Inventory Database.

One (1) track of the restored Freehold L.T. Line will cross West Main Street (CR-524),-at an
acute angle..

The proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing surface will be rail seal and asphalt.

There are no proposed rail switches near the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The projected. volume of freight trains on the Freehold L.T. Line across the: proposed West
Main Street (CR-524) at-grade crossing is anticipated to be 2-3 train movements per week,

Monday through Friday, during daylight hours.

Thie anticipated train units consist of an average of fifteen (15) railcars per movement, at a
maximum speed of 25 mph.

. The Railroad Company- anticipates transporting hazardous material once -r'nonthly.

Currently there is no planned passenger service on the line.
Fhe Raitroad Company expects rail operations to begin in late 2023 or early 2024.

West Main Street (CR-524) is a county ma“dWay-{. one. (1) lane in each direction, under the

jurisdiction of Monmouth County.

The Average Annual Daily Traffic Volume (AADT) as indicated by the ARCGIS is 6579 in
2021,

The posted speed limit is 45 mph on the-eastbound approach and 35 mph on the westbound
approach to the future at-grade crossing.



17.

18.
19.

20.

21

22.
23,
24,

25.

27,

28.
‘southeast quadrant.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.
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In proximity to the railroad line, the existing roadway width s approximately twenty-three (23)
feet wide.

There are rio sidewalks or shoulders near the railroad line.
There is a ‘curb approximately sixty (60) feet from the rail line in the southwest quadrant.

West Main ‘Street (CR-524) has solid. double yellow centei lines-and solid white edge line
pavement markings.

. There is a driveway- of a residential property approximately one hundred and fifty (150) feet

from the future at-grade crossing.

The county representative indicated there is school bus aCti-v‘i.ty on West Main Street (CR-524).
The surrounding area in proximity fo the rail line is residential.

Open fields occupy each of the four quadrants of the future at-grade crossing,

There are dense trees in the southwest and southeast quadrants of the fiture at-grade crossing.

. Aerial utility power lines cross the rail track from the southwest quadrant to the southeast

quadrant. The aerial utility power lines are telecommunication and electrical distribution.
There are utility power lines along the south side of West Main Street (CR-524).

There is an overhead light fixture approximatcl_y sixty feet (60%) from the rail line in the.

‘There are no stormwater infets in proximity to the railroad right-of-way.

The stopping sight distance for a vehicle to the railroad warning devices.on the eastbound
approach may be obstructed by a utility pole; the westbound approach’is clear.

. The corner sight distance between a vehicle approaching the future at-grade crossing and a

train is 'o'bst'rulc'ted_ by dense trees on both approaches.

The clearing sight distance between a vehicle at the futufe stop bar and a train is clear in the
southwest quadrant and obstructed by treées in the northwest, northeast, and southeast
quadrants.

Revisions to the hig_hway—r_ail' at-grade railroad crossing warning devices and highway traffic
control devices at the above captioned at-grade crossings may better serve the judicious
motorist.
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DISCUSSION

1.

10.

The Diagnostic Team Membérs examined and discussed thie site conditions at the proposed
highway-rail at-grade crossing. '

The re-establishing of the crossing will occur in two phases.

a. Phase 1 will include the installation of:
i. Rail seal and asphalt at-grade crossing surface.
ii. Crossbuck (R15-1)sign.
iii. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13)
iv. “YEILD” {(R1-2) sign.
v. “No Trespassing” sign

b. Phase 2 will include the installation of:
i. A cantilever structure in the northeast guadrant.
ii. Twelve inches (12”) light-emitting diode flashing lights.

A flagger will be present at the at-grade crossing during rail operations throughout Phase 1.

The county mentioned that there is a project on West Main Street (CR-524) by the water

company.

The county requested concrete at-grade crossing surface. A representative fiom the Railroad
Company stated the asphalt flange surface is. suitable for current train movements and roadway

drivability. The County may contact the Railroad Company and NIDOT if after installation,

the County feels the need to revisit the at-grade surface type;

A representative from Railroad Engineering Safety Unit suggested installing Dynamic Envelop
pavement markings.

The county requested gates. The Railroad representative suggested a cantilever structure.

. A representative from Railroad Engineering Safety Unit stated that the County may review the

highway-rail at-grade crossing conditions and traffic impacts for a six-month period after the
installation of the warning devices. After thereview period, or if a need arises:prior, the County
may request a Diagnostic Team Meeting to review the highway-rail at-grade crossing warning
devices,

10. The Railroad Company will clear vegetation three hundred feet (300°) on both sides of the
track.

The county will trim trees’ branches along West Main Street (CR-524) to maintain a clear view
of the railroad warning devices.
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11. The Railroad Company anticipates a tliree-to-five-day roadway closure for re-establishing the
grade crossing.

12. NJDOT Railroad Engineering will implement a detour for the surface construction.

13. A public notice will be published in the local newspaper (Asbury Park Press) to inform the
public of the project.

DIAGNOSTIC TEAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall;

SURFACE

1.. Install & new crossing surface. The crossing surface shall exténd a mininum of three (3)
feet beyond tlie outer édge of the pavement and/or walkway. The new crossing surface
shall include a continuous welded running rail. The design of the crossing shall conform to
railroad standards.and provide as uniform as practical vertical profile‘through the crossing
area to minimize any discontinuity between the crossing surface and the roadway-approach
pavements leading up to the crossing confines and frack structure.

2. According to the Amiericans with Disabilities Act of 1990 "ADA" and the 2010 ADA
Standards for Accessible Design, ADA requires that the railroad flangeway widths be a
maximum of 2% wide from inside ball of tail to the grade crossing surface and depth of
the flangeway area/gap should be approximately 114" deep from top of rail to the bottom
of flangeway gap. NOTE: The Highway-Rail At-Grade Crossing Surface shall be level
with top of thie rail.

3. Pave approaches.

4, Clear/clean out any vegetation and debris within the railroad R.O.W., three hundred (300)
feet on each side of the at-grade crossing.

5. The West Main Street (CR-524) at-grade crossing surface project requires a minimum of”
three (3) days for surface installation.

B. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall:

& Phase 1 (at Railroad’s own _expense):

1. Install passive at-grade crossing assembly. (Reference current MUTCD: Section 8B.04)
a. Install post-mounted, back-to-back retro-refiective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-
1) signs onh each approach to the at-grade crossing.
‘b. Install a post-mounted, single-faced retro-retlective “YEILD™” (R1-2) sign on each.
‘approach to the at-grade crossing..
¢. Install a 2-inch white retroreflective strip on.the front and back of each post, on éach
approach to the at-grade-crossing.
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e Phase 2 (Reimbursed by NJDOT):

1. Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly from each approach to the at-grade crossing.

2. Inthe northeast quadrant:

a.
b.

c.

d.

s,

Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly.

Install a cantilever structure. _

Install back-to-back twelve inches (12”) light-emitting diode flashing lights post--
mounted on the cantilever.

Install back-to-back twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode {lashing lights on the
cantilever arm,

Reinstall post-mounted, back:to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck.
(R15-1) signs.

Reinstall an Emergency Notification System Sign— ENS (I- 13) on the post of each
approdch to the at-grade crossmg

Install & “No Trespassing” sign.

3. In the southwest quadrant:

4.

Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly.

Install new foundation for mast. _

Inistall post-mounted, back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-
1} signs.

Install back-to-back twelve inches (12”) light-emitting diode flashing lights.

Install an Emergency Notification System Sign — ENS (I-13).

Install a “No Trespassing™ sign. '

4. In thenorthwest and southeast quadrants:

a.

Install a “No Trespassing” sign.

RAILROAD INCLUSIVE

2. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall establish appropriate
maintenance of traffic and traffic controls for trains, vehicles, and pedestrians affected by
work at the crossing hefore work begins.

3. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall notify the Department’s
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit in writing when work is to commence and when work is
complete, for scheduling of inspections and issuance of acceptance/dpproval.

4. Upon approval of the appropriate documents and associated funding, the State of New
Jersey shall reimburse Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Raiiroad for
costs incurred to implement the recommendation listed in Section A line item 1-4 and
Section B Item 1-4.



5.

7.
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Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a signed and
dated Certificate of Compliance ~ Items Containing Steel & Iron™; NJDOT Form DC-
17RR, upon delivery of rails/steel/iron to the-at-grade crossing or upon submission of the
first invoice for surface construction of the subject project. The first surface construction
inveice must include the “Contractor’s Certificate of Compliarice™ NIDOT Form DC-
17RR for acceptance and approval.

Upon completion of all construction of the subject project, Black River &
Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a “Statement of Certification”
specifying, “the Railroad certifiés that all materials received meet or exceed the applicable
AR.EM.A. and N.J.D.O.T. Standards and all work has been completed to the satisfaction
of N.I.D.O.T.” The “Statement of Certification” is required for Project. Closeanit.

NIDOT Railroad Engineering Safety Unit will send out a Notification of Prc:gecl Closeout,

‘at which time, the Railroad has forty-five (45) days to submit FINAL invoices if any.

Invoices may not be accepted after the federal project end date.

C. The New . Jersey Departinent of Transportation Railread Engineering Safety Unit

(through the detour contractor) shall:

1.

2.

6.

Install dynamic envelope pavement marking.
Install a railroad stop bar at each approach to the at-grade crossing.

Install a railroad advance warning (W10-1) sigrt on each approach to the at-grade crossing.
(Reference: MUTCD 8B.06, Section 2C.05 and Table 2C-4.)

Instal] railroad advance warning pavement markings on each approach to the at-grade
crossing.

Rees’ta’blish'the’ double yellow center line pavement marking on each side of the at-grade
erossing.

Reestablish the white edge line pavement markings on each side.of the at-grade crossing,.

D. The County of Monmouth shall:

1.

Maintain all pavement markings, railroad advance warning pavement markings, signs; and
stop bars within the County’s _j_urisdiction.

E. Imclusive:

1,

ALL devices installed controlling roadway vehi‘cle_s.and pedestrians shall be per the current
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices MUTCD).
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2. All work associated with this matter shall be subject to final inspection and approval by
NJDOT’S Railroad Engineering Services Unit.

%]

The Diagnostic Team always reserves the right to reconvene if these railroad traffic control
devices advanced warning devices, roadway approaches, and crossing surfaces are not
adequate for safety.

The distribution of this Memorandum of Record is to those listed on the Initiation of Proceedings
and those in attendance at the Diagnostic Team Meeting. The placement of a Public Notice will be
in local newspapers or publications. Unless any concerned party or a member of the general public
advances a meritorious objection, the matter is submitted to the Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Transportation for final determination. Any person NOT in accord with these
provisions MUST reply in writing within thirty (30) days of the receipt of this Memorandum of
Record. All submissions must include the name or agency and contact information, the at-grade
crossing name, and the DOT Docket Number. Failure to respond qualifies as acceptance.

Meritorious objections received will warrant submission to the Department’s Exception Review
Committee to determine further action.

Completion of the work described herein should be within two (2) years of the issuance of the
ORDER.

Direct any questions and/or objections concerning this matter to the Diagnostic Team Leader,
Salma Abdelrahim — salma.abdelrahim@dot.nj.gov.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Approved by:

oy
R

Salma Abdelrahim ¥
Diagnostic Team Leader

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit
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PHILIP D. MURPHY
Governor
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Lt. Governor

IN THE MATTER OF THE REVIEW OF
REESTABLIISHING AN HIGHWAY-RAIL AT-
GRADE CROSSING OF BLACK RIVER &
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ATTENTION:

Gregory Spiritosanto

Project Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
pregory.spiritosanto(@dot.nj.gov

Otoniel Bruno

Principal Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600

Otoniel.Bruno(@dot.nj.gov

Rodney Robinson

Engineer Tech

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Rodney.Robinson@dot.nj.gov

DIANE GUTIERREZ-SCACCETTI
Commissioner
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Salma Abdelrahim

Diagnostic Team Leader

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Salma.Abdelrahim(@dot.nj.gov

Barbara Foran

Principal Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600

Vanessa Meades

Community Relations

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Vanessa.Meades@dot.nj.gov
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Kean Burenga

President

Black River & Western/

Delaware and Raritan River Railroad
PO Box 200

Ringoes, NJ 08551
kburenga@brwrr.com

Justin Yost

Deputy Director of Community Development
Howell Township

4567 Route 9 North

Howell, NJ 07731

ivost@twp.howell.nj.us

Township Manager
Howell Township
4567 Route 9 North

Howell, NJ 07731
TwpManager@twp.howell.nj.us

Chief John Storrow

Howell Township Police Department
300 Old Tavern Road

Howell, NJ 07731

istorrow(@howellpolice.org

Victor Cook

Director

Office of Emergency Management
Howell Township

4567 Route 9 North

Howell, NJ 07731
veook(@twp.howell.nj.us

Joseph M. Ettore, P.E.
Monmouth County Engineer
Hall of Records Annex

1 East Main Street

Freehold, NJ 07728
engineer(@co.monmouth.nj.us
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Joseph Isola
Superintendent of Schools
Howell Township
Administration Building
P.O. Box 579

Howell, NJ 07731
jisola@howell.k12.nj.us

Claire Petruzzella, PE, PP, CME
Assistant Township Engineer
Howell Township

4567 Route 9 North

Howell, NJ 07731
cpetruzzella@twp.howell.nj.us

Paul Novello
Director

Public Works
Howell Township
4567 Route 9 North
Howell, NJ 07731

pnovello@twp.howell.nj.us

Patrolman Matthew Cherney

Traffic Safety

Howell Township Police Department
300 Old Tavern Road

Howell, NJ 07731
mcherney(@howellpolice.org

Chief Daniel Roth

Howell Township Fire Department
Adelphia Fire Company

925 Adelphia Road

POB 125

Adelphia, NJ 07710

Christine Giordano Hanlon
Monmouth County Clerk
33 Mechanic Street
Freehold, NJ 07728

CountvClerk(@co.monmouth.nj.us




John Jahr, PTP, TSOS
Bright View Engineering
5 Pitcairn Dr

Roseland, NJ 07068
jjjahr@bvengr.com

Colton Burenga

Track Supervisor

Black River & Western/

Delaware and Raritan River Railroad
PO Box 200

Ringoes, NJ 08551
cburenga@brwrr.com

John Sobotka

Safety Consultant

Black River & Western/

Delaware and Raritan River Railroad
PO Box 200

Ringoes, NJ 08551

Eric Souders

Senior Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit
Division of Capital Program Support
New Jersey Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 600

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600

Michael Nei

Traffic Engineer

Monmouth County

Hall of Records Annex

1 East Main Street

Freehold, NJ 07728
Michael.nei@co.monmouth.nj.us

Michael Silvani

Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit
300 Old Tavern Road
Howell, New Jersey 07731
Msilvani(@howellpolice.org

Paul Latham
Active Acquisitions
paul(@activeacq.com
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Thomas Grabowski

Public Requirements Engineer
657 Florida Grove Rd

Hopelawn, NJ 08861
thomas.j.grabowski(@verizon.com

Ryan Gerhardt

Transportation Services

Black River & Western/

Delaware and Raritan River Railroad
PO Box 200

Ringoes, NJ 08551
rgerhardt(@cadrailroads.com

Cathrin Banks

Vice President/General Counsel
Black River & Western/

Delaware and Raritan River Railroad
PO Box 200

Ringoes, NJ 08551

Gary Fread

Asst. Superintendent/Administration
Monmouth County

250 Center Street

Freehold, NJ 07728
Gary.fread(@co.monmouth.nj.us

Vincent J. Cardone
Principal Traffic Engineer
Monmouth County

Hall of Records Annex

1 East Main Street
Freehold, NJ 07728

Vince.cardone(@co.monmouth.nj.us

Ronald Sanasac

Asst. Howell Schools Superintendent
4567 US-9

Howell Township, NJ 07731
rsanasac(@howell.k12.nj.us

Christopher Casaburro

NJAM Inspector

New Jersey American Water
Christopher.Casaburro(@amwater.com
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To the above Addressees:

Transmitted herewith is the Diagnostic Team’s MEMORANDUM OF RECORD, for the above
referenced project.

Direct any questions, comments, or objections in writing to the NJDOT’s Railroad Engineering
Safety Unit, Diagnostic Team Leader at salma.abdelrahim(@dot.nj.gov.

//
DEP R"&ENT OF TRANSPORTATION  Dated:

Appfoyed by: /_’//
. oy : ;
; f@."ﬁ(«z;] (/"f:(.ué;u-[ % Z ’,

Gregory Splritogénto N B
Project Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

Capital Program Support
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ATTENTION:

The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation initiated proceedings for the
above-captioned matter to determine the highway-rail at-grade crossing surface and railroad
warning devices necessary for the re-establishment of the at-grade crossing.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad requested the reestablishment of the
highway-rail at-grade crossing due to the restoration of 5 miles of the Frechold L.T. track between
Freehold and Farmingdale to divert freight operations from the NJT North Jersey Coast Line. The
line will redirect freight service away from busy at-grade crossings in Redbank and neighboring
communities and continue to provide service to four existing customers and the Naval Weapons
Station at Earl.

After notice, a Diagnostic Team Meeting took place on Thursday, March 30, 2023, at the location
of the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing of Fairfield Road, in Township of Howell,
Monmouth County.

The following stakeholders were present at the Diagnostic Team Meeting.

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT)

Salma Abdelrahim Diagnostic Team Leader Railroad Engineering Safety
Barbara Foran Principal Engineer Railroad Engineering Safety
Eric Souders Senior Engineer Railroad Engineering Safety
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BLACK RIVER & WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN RIVER RATIL.ROAD

Kean Burenga President BRW/DRRR.
Colton Burenga Track Supervisor BRW/DRRR
Cathirin Banks Vice President/General Counsel BRW/DRRR
John Sobotka Safety Consultant BRW/DRRR
Ryan Gerhardt. Transportation Services BRW/DRRR
NJ AMERICAN WATER
Christopher Casaburro Inspector NIAW
VERIZON
Thomas Grabowski Engineer Verizon:

BRIGHT VIEW ENGINEERING

John Jahr Principal Bright View Engineering
MONMOUTH COUNTY

Gary Fread Asst. Superintendent/Administration Division of Highways

Michael Nei Traffic Engineer _ Monmouth County

Vincent J. Cardone Principal Traffic Engineer Monmouth County

HOWELL TOWNSHIP

Justin Yost Deputy Director of Community Development Howell Township

Michael Silvani Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit Howell Township

Ronald Sanasac Asst. Superintendent Howell Schools
ACTIVE ACQUISITIONS

Paul Latham Howell 1 Project Fairfield Road

The Diagnostic Team, comprised of those in attendance, reviewed the current conditions of
‘Fairfield Road pertaining to re-establishing the highway-rail at-grade crossing,

The Diagnostic Team Leader advised the attendees that the functions and powers of the Board of
Public Utility Commissioners, under Title 48:2-28 & 48:2-29 of the New Jersey Revised Statutes
transferred to.the Commissioner of the:Department of Transportation urider Titie 27-1A~62. The
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation delegated the review process to the Railroad
Engineering Safety Unit.



Fairfield Road - MEMORANDUM OF RECORD
Docket No. DOT 07-2023CM
Page 3 of 10

For purposes of review and discussions, Fairfield Road orients in the north/south direction, and
Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Freehold LT. Line orients in the
east/west direction. The quadrants are related to the at-grade crossing re-establishment.

DIAGNOSTIC TEAM FINDINGS
1. New Jersey Transit owns the railroad right-of-way.

2. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad will maintain and operate on the
tracks.

3. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad refers to the currently disused
railroad line as the Freehold Branch.

4. The Railroad right-of-way at Fairfield Road is approximately sixty (60) feet wide.

5. The Fairfield Road at-grade crossing is USDOT# 501184L in the Federal Railroad
Administration Inventory Database.

6. One (1) track of the restored Freehold I.T. Line will cross Fairfield Road, at an acute angle.
7. The proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing surface will be rail seal and asphalt.

8. There are no proposed rail switches near the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing.
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. The projected volume of freight trains on the Freehold 1T, Line across the proposed Fairfield

Road at-grade crossing is anticipated to be 2-3 train movemenis per week, Monday through
Friday, during daylight hours..

The anticipated train units consist of an average of fifteen (15) railcars per movement, at a
maximum speed of 25 mph.

The Railroad Company projects transporting hazardous material once monthly.
Cuirently there is no planned passenger service on the line.
The Railroad Company expects rail -opefati_ons to begin in late 2023 or early 2024.

Fairfield Road is a municipal roadway, one (1) lane in cach direction, under the jurisdiction of

Howell Township.

The Average Annual Daily Traffic Volume (AADT) as indicated by the Federal Railroad
Administration is 16457 in 2004, There is no current data for AADT.

The posted speed limit is 45 mph.

In proximity to the railroad line, the existing roadway width is approximately twenty-three (23)
feet wide.

Fairfield Road presents a northwest curvature approximately four hundred-forty (440) feet
north railroad right-of-way and. southeast curvature approximately four hundred (400) feet
south railread right-of-way,

There are no sidewalks, curbs, or-shoulders near the railroad line.

Fairfield Road has solid double yellow center lines and.solid white edge line pavement

markings.
The Township representative indicated school buses and Transit buses utilize Fairfield Road.

The surrounding area in proximity to the tail line i residential, commercial, and farm
properties.

There are open fields in the northeast and southeast quadrants. There is a corporation in the
southwest guadrant.

There are dense trees-in the northwest quadrant.

. In the southwest quadrant, a-driveway (Driveway A} to a corporation is parallel to the railroad

track and is approximately twenty-five (25) feet from the future-at-grade crossing.
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In the northeast quadrant, a drivewdy (Driveway B) to a shop is approximately one hundre'd
(100 feet from the future at-grade crossing.

Aerial utility power linés cross the rail track from the northwest quadrant to the southwest
quadrant and from the northwest quadrant to .the southeast quadrant. The aerial utility power
lines are telecommunication and electrical distribution.

Thete are utility power liries along both sides of Fairfield Road.

‘There is.no overhead light fixture in proximity to the railroad right-of-way.

There are no stormwater inlets in proximity to the railroad right-of-way.

The -'stOpping sight distance for a vehicle to the railroad warning devices is clear on the
northbound approach; the southbound approach is obstructed by trees and vegetation.

The corner sight distance between a vehicle ap_pr_o_aching the future at-grade crossing and a
train is obscured by trees on both approaches to the future-at-grade crossing.

The clearing sight distance between a vehicle at the future stop bar and a train is obscured by
trees in éach quadrant of the at-grade crossing,

Revisions to the highway-rail at-grade railroad crossing warning devices and highway traffic
control devices at the above captioned at-grade crossings may better serve the judicious
motorist. '

DISCUSSION

L.

3.

4.

The Diagnostic Team Members examined-and discussed the site conditions at the proposed

highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The re-establishing of the crossing:will oceur in two phases.

‘a. Phase 1 will include the installation of:

1. Rail seal and asphait at-grade crossing, surface.
i. Crossbuck (R15-1) sign.
iii. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13)
iv. “YEILD” (R1-2) sign.
v.. “No Trespassing” sign
b. Phase 2 will include the installation of:
i. Twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights.

—

A flagger will be present at the at-grade crossing during rail operations throughout Phase 1.

A representative from NJ American Water Line informed the Team members about: their
project to install a water pipe six (6) feet below the bottom of railroad tie. The water pipe
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diameter is sixteen (I 6) inches. The water pipe will be perpendicular to the track. The water
main will be located on the east side of the sireet. The work will take place by April 2023.

The Township mentioned that there is construction for three (3) warehouses on the northern
end of Fairfield Road. There are-no plans for street widening or sidewalks in proximity to the
raitroad right-of<way.

The representative. for the Township schools mentioned. that there is a school at the southern
end of Fairfield Road. There are about sixty (60) school buses per day passing through Fairfield
Road.

The Team discussed the potential issue with utility "I-ine's.an"_d trains, as the lowest utility line is
approximately twenty-three feet and six inches (23°-6") from the ground. The railroad
mentioned af presernt that the maximuom height of the trains is approximately seventeen (17)

feet. There will be rio issues at present.

During the DTM, a tractor-trailer exiting Driveway A in the southwest quadrant took a wide

turn heading north on Fairfield Road. The tractor-trailer could not immediately turn into the
northibound Tane due to the width of the driveway access onto Fairfield Road and the tractor-

trailer turning radius. The property owner-indicated that this was a one-time delivery.

The Railroad Company will elear vegétation three hundred feet (300°) on both sides of the
track.

The Township will trim tree branches to'maintain clear si ght distarice.

. The Railroad Company anticipates a three-to-five-day toadway closure for re-establishing the
grade crossing.

NIDOT Railroad Engineering will implemerit a detour for the surface construction.

A public niotice will be published in the local newspaper (Asbury Park Press) to inform the
public of the project.

DIAGNOSTIC TEAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

A.

Black River & Westérn/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall:

SURFACE

1. Install a new crossing surface. The crossing surface shall extend a minimum of three (3)
feet beyond the outer edge of the pavement and/or walkway. Thé new crossing surface
shall include a continuous welded running rail. The design of the crossing shall conform to
railroad standards and provide as uniform as practical vertical profile through the crossing
area to minimize any discontinuity between the crossing surface and the roadway approach
pavements leading up to the crossing confines and track structure.
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According to-the Antericans with Disabilities Act of 1990 "ADA" and the 2010 ADA
Standards for Accessible Design, ADA requires that the railroad flangeway widths be a
maximum of 24" wide from inside ball of rail to the grade crossing surface and depth of

the flangeway area/gap should be approximately 14" deep from top of rail to the bottom

of flangeway gap. NOTE: The Highway-Rail At-Grade Crossing Surface shall be level
with the top of the rail.

. Pave approaches.

Clear/clean out any vegetation and debris within the railroad R.O.W., thre¢ hundred (300°)
feet on each side of the at-grade crossing.

. The Fairfield Road at-grade crossing surfacé project requites a minimum of three (3) days

for surface installation,

B. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall:

e Phase 1 (at Railroad’s own expense):

1,

Install passive at-grade crossing assembly. (Reference current MUTCD Section 8B.04)

a. Install post-mounted, back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-
1) signs on each approach to the at-grade crossing.

b. Install a post-mounted, single-faced retro-reflective “YRILD™ (R1-2) sign on each
approach to the at-grade crossing.

¢. Install a 2-inch. white retroreflective strip on the front and back of each post, on each
approach to the at-grade crossing.

d. Install'-an Emergency Notification System Slgn ENS (1-13) on the post of each
approach to the at-grade crossing.

e Phase 2 (Reimbursed by NYBOT):

i.

2.

3.

Reniove passive at-grade crossing assembly from each approach to the at-g_fade crossing.

Install the following in the northwest quadrant:

a. New foundation for mast.

b. Back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-1) signs.

c. Back:to-back twelve inches (127 light-emitting diode flashing lights.

d. Single faced twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights facitig
Driveway B. _ "

e. Emergency Notification System sign —ENS (I-13).

f. *“No Trespassing™ sign.

Install the. followmg in the southeast quadrant:
a. New foundation for mast.
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b. Back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R13-1) signs.

c.. Back-to-back twelve inches (127} light-emitting diode flashing lights.

d. Single faced twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights facing
Driveway A, '

e. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13).

f. “No Trespassing” sign. '

Install a “No Trespassing™ sign in the northeast and southwest quadrants.

L.

RAILROAD INCLUSIVE

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall establish appropr'iate
maintenance of traffic and traffic controls for trains, vehicles, and pedestrians affected by
work af the ciossing before work begins.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall notify the Depaitment’s
Railfoad Engineering Safety Unit in writing when work is to commence and when work is
complete, for scheduling of inspections and issuance of acceptancé/approval.

Upon approval of the appropriate documents and associated funding, the State of New
Jersey shall reimburse Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad for
costs mcurred to implement the recommendation listed in Section A line item 1-4 and
Section B Item 1-4.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a signed and
dated Certificate of Compliance — Items Containing Steel & Iron;” NJDOT Form DC-
T7RR, upon delivery of rails/steel/iron 10 the at-grade crossing of upon subsission of the
first invoice for surface construction of the subject project. The first surface construction
invoice must include the “Contractor’s Certificate of Compliance;” NIDOT Fort DC-
17RR for acceptance and approval.

Upon completion of all construction of the subject project, Black River &
‘Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a “Statement of Certification”
specifying, “the Railroad certifies that all materials received meet or exceed the applicable
AR.EM.A. and N.JD.O.T. Standards and all work has been completed to the satisfaction
of N.J.D.O.T.” The “Statement of Certification™ is required for Project Closcout.

NIDOT Railroad Engineering, Safety Unit will send out a Notification of Project Closeout,
at which time, the Railroad has forty-five (45) days to submit FINAL invoices if any.
Invoices. may not be accepted after the federal project end date.

. The New Jersey Department of Transportation Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

(through the detour contractor) shall:

1.

JInstall dynamic e_nve'lQp.c_pa_ve_ment_marking-.
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2. Install arailroad stop bar at each approach to the at-grade crossing.

3. Inistall a railroad advance warning (W10-1) sign on-each appreach to the at-grade crossing.
(Reference: MUTCD 8B.06, Section 2C.05 and Table 2C-4.)

4. Install railroad advance warning pavement markings on each approach ta the at-grade
Crossing.

5. Reestablish the double yellow center line pavement marking on each side of the at-grade
‘crossing.

6. Reestablish the white edge line pavement markings en'each side of the at-grade crossing.

D. The Township of Howell shall:

1. Maintain all pavement markings, railroad advance warning pavem_en{ markings, signs, and
‘stop bars within the Township’s jurisdiction.

E. Inclusive:

I. ALLdevices installed controlling roadway vehicles and pedestrians shall be per the current
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

2. All work associated with this matter shall be subject to final inspection and-approval by
NIDOT’S Railroad Engineering Services Unit.

3. The Diagnostic Team always reserves the right to reconvene if these railroad traffic control
devices advanced warning devices, roadway approaches, and crossing surfaces are not
adequate.

The distribution of this Memorandum of Record is to those listed on the Initiation of Proceedings
and those in atteridance at the Diagnostic Team Meeting. The placement of a Public Notice will be.
in Jocal newspapers or publications. Unless: any concerned party or a member of the general public
‘advances a meritorious objection, the matier is submitted to the Commissioner of the New Jersey
Departmenl of Tranisportation for final determination. Any person NOT in accord with these
provisions MUST reply in writing within thlrty (30) days of the receipt of this Memorandum of
‘Record. All submissions must include the name or agency and contact information, the at-grade
crossing hame, aid the DOT Docket Number. Failure to respond gualifies as acceptance.

Meritorious objections received will warrant subniission to the Department's Exception Review
Committee to determine further action.

Completion of the work described herein should be within two (2) years of the issuance of the
ORDER.
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Direct any questions and/or objections concerning this matter, in writing, to the Diagnostic Team
Leader, Salma Abdelrahim — salma.abdelrahim(@dot.nj.gov

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Approved by:

o L™ |
//fjwtg/ Date: ﬁ///’ 1/20‘23

Safma Abdelrahim
Diagnostic Team Leader
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit
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Governor Commissioner

SHEILA Y. OLIVER
Lt. Governor

IN THE MATTER OF THE REVIEW OF MEMORANDUM OF RECORD
REESTABLIISHING AN HIGHWAY-RAIL AT-
GRADE CROSSING OF BLACK RIVER & YELLOWBROOK ROAD

RIVER RAILROAD FREEHOLD L.T. LINE,
WITH YELLOWBROOK ROAD, IN THE
MUNICIPALITY OF HOWELL TOWNSHIP,
MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
USDOT INVENTORY NO. 501184L.

)

)

)
WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN )

) DOCKET NO. DOT 08-2023CM

)

)

)

ATTENTION:

The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation initiated proceedings for the
above-captioned matter to determine the highway-rail at-grade crossing surface and railroad
warning devices necessary for the re-establishment of the at-grade crossing.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad requested the reestablishment of the
highway-rail at-grade crossing due to the restoration of 5 miles of the Freehold L.T. track between
Freehold and Farmingdale to divert freight operations from the NJT North Jersey Coast Line. The
line will redirect freight service away from busy at-grade crossings in Redbank and neighboring
communities and continue to provide service to four existing customers and the Naval Weapons
Station at Earl.

After notice, a Diagnostic Team Meeting took place on Thursday, March 30, 2023, at the location
of the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing of Yellowbrook Road, in Township of Howell,
Monmouth County.

The following stakeholders were present at the Diagnostic Team Meeting.

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT)
Salma Abdelrahim Diagnostic Team Leader Railroad Engineering Safety
Barbara Foran Principal Engineer Railroad Engineering Safety

“IMPROVING LIVES BY IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION”
New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer * Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper
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BLACK RIVER & WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN RIVER RAILROAD

Kean Burenga President BRW/DRRR

Colton Burenga Track Supervisor BRW/DRRR

Cathrin Banks Vice President/General Counsel BRW/DRRR

John Sobotka Safety Consultant BRW/DRRR
HOWELL TOWNSHIP

Justin Yost Deputy Director of Community Development Howell Township

Michael Silvani Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit Howell Township

The Diagnostic Team, comprised of those in attendance, reviewed current conditions of
Yellowbrook Road pertaining to re-establishing the highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The Diagnostic Team Leader advised the attendees that the functions and powers of the Board of
Public Utility Commissioners, under Title 48:2-28 & 48:2-29 of the New Jersey Revised Statutes
transferred to the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation under Title 27-1A-62. The
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation delegated the review process to the Railroad
Engineering Safety Unit.

For purposes of review and discussions, Yellowbrook Road orients in the north/south direction,
and Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Freehold I.T. Line orients in the east/west
direction. The quadrants are related to the at-grade crossing re-establishment.
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DIAGNOSTIC TEAM FINDINGS

1.

2.

10.

11.
12.
13,
14.
15.
16.
i7.

18.

New Jersey Transit owns the railroad right-of-way.

Black Rivet & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad will maintain and operate on the
tracks.

. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad refers to the currently disused

railroad line as the Freehold Branch,
The Railroad right-of-way at Yellowbrook Road is approximately sixty (60) feet wide,

The Yellowbrook Road at-grade c¢rossing is USDOT# 501184L in the Federal Railroad
Admiinistration Inventory Database.

One (1) track of the restored Freehoid I.T. Line will cross Yellowbrook Road, at an acute angle.
The proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing surface will be rail seal and asphalt.

There are no proposed rail switches near the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The projected volume of freight trains on the Freehold LT. Line -across the proposed
Yellowbrook Road at-grade crossing is anticipated to be 2-3 train movements per week,

Monday throuigh Friday, during daylight hours.

The anticipated train units consist of an average of fifteen (15) railcars per movement, at a
maximum spéed of 25 mph.

The Railroad Company projects transporting hazardous material once monthly.

Currently there is no pl_anned_-passenger service on the line.

‘The Railroad Company expects rail operations to begin in laie 2023 or early 2024.

Yellowbrbok_ Road is a municipal roadway, one (1) lane .in each direction, under the
jurisdiction of Howell Township.

The posted speed limit is 45 mph.

In proximity to the railroad line, the existing roadway width is approximately twenty-five (25)
feet wide.

The Average Annual Daily Traffic Valume (AADT) as indicated by the Federal Railroad
Administration is. 7384 in 2003. There is no current data for AADT.

There are no sidewalks or shoulders near the railroad line.
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Approximately seventy-five (75) feet from the proposed railroad right-of-way, there is a
vertical curb.in the southwest quadrant.

Approximately forty-five (45) feet fiom the proposed railroad right-of-way, there is a vertical

curb in the northwest quadrant.

Yellowbrook Road has solid double yellow center lines and solid white edge line piavement
markings:

The Township representative - indicated there is schoel bus activity on Yellowbrook Road.
The suirounding @rea in proximity 1o the rail line is commercial.

Open fields and corporations cecupy each of the four quadrants. There are local businesses in
the northeast, southwest, and northwest quadrants.

In the northieast quadrant, a driveway (Driveway A) to a corporation is parallel to the railroad
track and is approximately five (5) feet from the nearest rail.

Ini. the southwest quadrant, a driveway (Driveway B) to a corporation is approximately one
hundred (100) feet from the proposed railroad right-of-way.

Theie are dense trees in the northeast. southeast, and southwest quadrants ‘of the. at-grade
crossing.

Aerial utility power lines cross the railroad right-of-way track from the northwest quadrant to
the southwest quadrant. The aerial utility power lines are telecomrhunication and electrical
distribution.

There are utility power lines along the west side of Yellowbroek Road.

There is no overhead light fixture in proximity to the railroad right-of-way.

There are no stormwater inlets in proximity to the railroad right-of-way.

The stopping sight distance for a vehicle to the railroad warning devices on the southbound
approach is clear; the northbound. approach is obstructed by trees along Yellowbrook Road.

The corner sight distance between a vehicle approaching. the future at-grade crossing and a
train is obstructed by trees on both approaches to the future at-grade crossing.

The clearing sight distance between a vehicle at the future stop bar and a train is obstiucted by
trees in the northwest and southwest quadrants of the future at-grade crossing.
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35. The clearing sight distance between a vehicle at the future. stop bar and a train is clear in the

northeast and southeast quadrants of the future at-grade crossing.

36. Revisions to the h_ighway-r_aii at-grade railroad crossing warning devices and highway traffic
~ control devices at the above captioned at-grade crossings may better serve the judicious

motorist.

DISCUSSION

1.

The Diag'HO'_Sti‘C- Teani Members exarmined and discussed the site conditions at the proposed
highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The te-establishing of the crossing will occur in two phases.

a. Phase 1 will include the installation of*
i. Rail seal and asphalt at-grade crossing surface.
ii. Crossbuck (R15-1) sign.
iii. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13)
1v. “YEILD” (R1-2) sign.
v.. “No Trespassing” sign

b. Phase 2 will include the installation of: _
i. Twelve inches (127} light-emitting diode flashing lights.

. There s a possibility truc_ks which are going back and forth into Driveway A in the northeast

quadrart hit the warning devices mast in the southeast quadrant; therefore, the Team
suggested installation of a ring guide rail.

A flagger will be present at the at-grade crossing during rail o_perations_ throughout Phase 1.

The Railroad Company will clear vegetation three hundred (300) feet on both sides of the
track.

The Township will trim trees’ branches to maintain clear sight distance.

AsYellowbrook Road has heavy trucks traffic, the Team discussed installing dynamic
erivelope pavement markings.

The Team discussed the potential issue with utility lines and trains, as the lowest utility line
is approximately twenty-five feet and four inches (25°-4™) from the ground. The railroad
mentioned at presenit that the maximum height of the trains is approximately seventeen (17)
feef. There. will be no issues at ;pr_esent'. ' '

The Railroad Cormpany anticipates a three-to-five-day roadway closure for re-establishing the
grade crossing.
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10. NIDOT Railroad Engineering will implement a détour for the surface construction.

- 11. A public notice will be published in the local newspaper to inform the public of the project.

DIAGNOSTIC TEAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall:

SURFACE

I.

Install a new crossing surface. The crossing surface shall extend a minimum of three (3)
feet beyond the outer eédge of the pavement and/or walkway. The new crossing surface

_shall include a continuous welded running rail. The design of the crossing shall conform to

railroad standards and provide as uniform as practical vertical profile through the crossing
area to minimize any discontinuity between the crossing surface and the roadway approach
pavements leading up to the crossing confines and track structure.

- According to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 "ADA" and the 2010 ADA

Standards for Accessible Design, ADA requires that the railroad flangeway widths be a
maximum of 2% widé from inside ball of rail to the g‘rade crossing surface and depth of
the flangeway- area/gap should be approximately 1%4” deep from top of rail to the bottom
of flangeway gap. NOTE: The Highway-Rail At-Grade Crossing Surface shall be level
with top of the rail.

Pave approaches.

Clear/clean out any vegetation and debris within the railroad R.O.W., three hundred (300)
feet on each side of the at-grade crossing.

Thie Yellowbrook Road at-grade crossing surface project requires a minimum of three (3)
days for surface installation.

.B. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall:
s Phase 1 (at Railroad’s own expense):

L.

Install passive at-grade crossing assembly. (Reference current MUTCD Section 8B.04)
a. Install post-mounted, back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-
1) signs on each approach to the at-grade crossing.
b. Instail a post-mounted, single-faced retro-reflective “YEILD" (R1-2). sign on éach
dpproach to-the at-grade cressing:
¢. Install a 2-inch white retroreflective strip on the frant and back of each post, on each
approach to the at-grade crossing,
d. Install an E.mergency Notification System Sign — ENS. (I-13) on the post of each
approach to the at-grade crossing.
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e Phase 2 (Reimbursed by NJDOT):

.. Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly from each appreach to the at-grade crossing.

2. Install the following in the northwest quadrant:
a. New foundation for mast.
b. Back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-1) signs.
¢. Back-to-back twelve inches (127) Ii ght-emitting diode {lashing lights.
d. Single faced twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights facing
Driveway A.
Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13).
. “No Trespassing” sign.

o

3. Install the following in the southeast quadrant:

a. New foundation for mast.

b. ATting guiderail.

¢. Back-to-back retro-reflective railtoad crossing crossbuck (R15-1) signs.

d. Back-to-back twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights.

€. Single faced twelve inches (127) light-émitting diode flashing lights facing
Driveway B, '

f.  Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13).

g. “No Trespassing™ sign.

4. Install a “No Trespassing” sigh in the northeast and southwest quadrants.
RAILROAD INCLUSIVE

1. 'Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Raiiroad shall establish appropriate.
mainteiiance of traffic and. traffic c‘ontrbls for trains, vehicles, and pedestrians affected by
work at the crossing before work begins.

2. Black River & Western/Delaware and Ratitan River Railroad shall notify the Department’s
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit in writing when work is to commence and when work is
complete, for scheduling of inspections and issuance of aceceptance/approval.

3. Upon approval of the appropriate documents and associated funding, the State of New
Jersey- shiall teimburse Black River & Western/Delawate and Raritan River Railroad for
costs incurred to implement the recommendation listed in Section A line item 1-4 and
Section B Item 1-4.

4, Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a signed and
dated Certificite of Compliance ~ Items Containing. Steel & Iron;” NJDOT Form DC-
[7RR, upon delivery of rails/steel/iron to the at-grade crossing or upon submission of the
first invoice for surface construction of the subject project. The first surface construction
invoice must include the “Contractor’s Certificate of Compliance;” NIDOT Form DC-
17RR for acceptance and approval. '
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Upon completion of all construction of the subject project, Black River &
Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a “Statement of Cértification”
specifying, “the Railroad certifies that all materials received meet or exceed the applicable
AR.EM.A. and N.J.D.O.T. Standards and all work has been comipleted to the satisfaction
of N.J.D:.Q.T.* The “Statement of Certification” is requited for Project Closeout.

NJIDOT Railroad Engineering Safety Unit will serid out a Notification of Project Closeout,
at- which time, the Railroad has forty-five (45) days to submit FINAL invoices if any.
Invoices may not be accepted after the federal project end date.

C. The New Jersey Department of Transpertation Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

{through the detour contractor) shall:

—

6.

. Install dynamic eénvélope pavement marking.

Instali a railroad stop bar at each appro_ach to the at-grade crossing.

Instali a railroad advance warning.(W10-1) sign on each approach to the at-grade crossing.
(Reference: MUTCD 8B.06, Section 2C.05 and Table 2C-4.)

Install railread advance warning pavement markings on each approach to the at-grade

crossing.

Reestablish the double yellow center:line pavement marking .on each side of the at-grade
crossing.

Reestablish the white edge line pavement mearkings on each side of the at-grade crossing.

D. The Township of Howell shall:

1.

Maintain all pavement markings, railroad advance warning pavement markings, signs, and
stop bar§ within the Township’s jurisdiction.

E. Inclusive:

1.

ALL devices installed controlling roadway vehicles and pedestrians shall be per the current
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

All work associated with this matter shall be subject to final inspection and approval by

NJIDOT’S Railroad Engineering Services Unit.

The Diagnostic Team always reserves the right to reconvene if these railroad traffic control

devices advanced warning devices, roadway approaches, and ctossing surfaces are not
adequate:
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The distribution of this Memorandum of Record is to those listed on the Initiation of Proceedings
and those in attendance at the Diagnostic Team Meeting. The placement of a Public Notice will be
in local newspapers or publications. Unless any concerned party or a member of the general public
advances a meritorious objection, the matter is submitted to the Commissioner of the New J ersey
Department of Transportation for final determination. Any person NOT in accord with these
provisions MUST reply in writing within thirty (30) days of the receipt of this Memorandum of
Record. All submissions must include the name or agency and contact information, the at-grade

crossing name, and the DOT Docket Number. Failure to respond qualifies as acceptance,

Meritorious objections received will warrant submission to the Department’s Exception Review
Committee to determine further action.

Completion of the work described herein should be within two (2) years of the issuance of the

ORDER.

Direct any questions and/or objections concerning this matter, in writing, to the Diagnostic Team
Leader, Salma Abdelrahim — salma.abdelrahim@dot.nj.cov

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Approved by:

Fx

Y e 5/ 11/ 5025

Salma Abdelrahim
Diagnostic Team Leader
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.O. Box 600
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600
PHILIP D. MURPHY DIANE GUTIERREZ-SCACCETTI
Governor Commissioner

SHEILA Y. OLIVER
Lt. Governor

IN THE MATTER OF THE REVIEW OF
REESTABLIISHING AN HIGHWAY-RAIL AT-
GRADE CROSSING OF BLACK RIVER &
WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN
RIVER RAILROAD FREEHOLD LT. LINE,
WITH WEST MAIN STREET (CR-524), IN THE
MUNICIPALITY OF HOWELL TOWNSHIP,
MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
USDOT INVENTORY NO. 501186A.

MEMORANDUM OF RECORD

WEST MAIN STREET (CR-524)

DOCKET NO. DOT 09-2023CM

et Tt Tt T i

ATTENTION:

The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation initiated proceedings for the
above-captioned matter to determine the highway-rail at-grade crossing surface and railroad
warning devices necessary for the re-establishment of the at-grade crossing.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad requested the reestablishment of the
highway-rail at-grade crossing due to the restoration of 5 miles of the Freehold I.T. track between
Freehold and Farmingdale to divert freight operations from the NJT North Jersey Coast Line. The
line will redirect the freight service away from busy at-grade crossings in Redbank and
neighboring communities and continue to provide service to four existing customers and the Naval
Weapons Station at Earl.

After notice, a Diagnostic Team Meeting took place on Thursday, March 30, 2023, at the location
of the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing of West Main Street (CR-524), in Township of
Howell, Monmouth County.

The following stakeholders were present at the Diagnostic Team Meeting.

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (NJDOT)
Salma Abdelrahim Diagnostic Team Leader Railroad Engineering Safety
Barbara Foran Principal Engineer Railroad Engineering Safety

“IMPROVING LIVES BY IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION”
New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer « Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper
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BLACK RIVER & WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN RIVER RAILROAD

Kean Burenga President BRW/DRRR
Colton Burenga Track Supervisor BRW/DRRR
Cathrin Banks Vice President/General Counsel BRW/DRRR
John Sobotka Safety Consultant BRW/DRRR
Ryan Gerhardt Transportation Services BRW/DRRR
MONMOUTH COUNTY
Gary Fread Asst. Superintendent/ Administration Division of Highways
Michael Nei Traffic Engineer Monmouth County
Vincent J. Cardone  Principal Traffic Engineer Monmouth County
HOWELL TOWNSHIP
Justin Yost Deputy Director of Community Development Howell Township
Michael Silvani Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit Howell Township

The Diagnostic Team, comprised of those in attendance, reviewed current conditions of West Main
Street (CR-524) pertaining to re-establishing the highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The Diagnostic Team Leader advised the attendees that the functions and powers of the Board of
Public Utility Commissioners, under Title 48:2-28 & 48:2-29 of the New Jersey Revised Statutes
transferred to the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation under Title 27-1A-62. The
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation delegated the review process to the Railroad
Engineering Safety Unit.

For purposes of review and discussion, West Main Street (CR-524) orients in the east/west
direction, and Freehold I.T. Line orients in the north/south direction. The quadrants are related to
the at-grade crossing re-establishment.

- - : PAGEIR) rmij
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DIAGNOSTIC TEAM FINDINGS

1.

2.

10.”

12.
13.7

14.

i3.

16.

New Jersey Transit owns the railroad right-of-way.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad will maintain and operate on the
tracks.

Rlack River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad refers to the currently disused
railroad line as the Freehold Branch.

The Railroad right-of-way at West Main Street (CR-524) is approximately sixty (60) feet wide.

. The West Main Street (CR-524) at-grade crossing is USDOT# 501186A in the Federal

Railroad Administration Inventory Database.

One (1) track of the restored Freehold L.T. Line will cross West Main Street (CR-524),-at an
acute angle..

The proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing surface will be rail seal and asphalt.

There are no proposed rail switches near the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The projected. volume of freight trains on the Freehold L.T. Line across the: proposed West
Main Street (CR-524) at-grade crossing is anticipated to be 2-3 train movements per week,

Monday through Friday, during daylight hours.

Thie anticipated train units consist of an average of fifteen (15) railcars per movement, at a
maximum speed of 25 mph.

. The Railroad Company- anticipates transporting hazardous material once -r'nonthly.

Currently there is no planned passenger service on the line.
Fhe Raitroad Company expects rail operations to begin in late 2023 or early 2024.

West Main Street (CR-524) is a county ma“dWay-{. one. (1) lane in each direction, under the

jurisdiction of Monmouth County.

The Average Annual Daily Traffic Volume (AADT) as indicated by the ARCGIS is 6579 in
2021,

The posted speed limit is 45 mph on the-eastbound approach and 35 mph on the westbound
approach to the future at-grade crossing.



17.

18.
19.

20.

21

22.
23,
24,

25.

27,

28.
‘southeast quadrant.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

WEST MAIN STREET (CR-524) - MEMORANDUM OF RECORD
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In proximity to the railroad line, the existing roadway width s approximately twenty-three (23)
feet wide.

There are rio sidewalks or shoulders near the railroad line.
There is a ‘curb approximately sixty (60) feet from the rail line in the southwest quadrant.

West Main ‘Street (CR-524) has solid. double yellow centei lines-and solid white edge line
pavement markings.

. There is a driveway- of a residential property approximately one hundred and fifty (150) feet

from the future at-grade crossing.

The county representative indicated there is school bus aCti-v‘i.ty on West Main Street (CR-524).
The surrounding area in proximity fo the rail line is residential.

Open fields occupy each of the four quadrants of the future at-grade crossing,

There are dense trees in the southwest and southeast quadrants of the fiture at-grade crossing.

. Aerial utility power lines cross the rail track from the southwest quadrant to the southeast

quadrant. The aerial utility power lines are telecommunication and electrical distribution.
There are utility power lines along the south side of West Main Street (CR-524).

There is an overhead light fixture approximatcl_y sixty feet (60%) from the rail line in the.

‘There are no stormwater infets in proximity to the railroad right-of-way.

The stopping sight distance for a vehicle to the railroad warning devices.on the eastbound
approach may be obstructed by a utility pole; the westbound approach’is clear.

. The corner sight distance between a vehicle approaching the future at-grade crossing and a

train is 'o'bst'rulc'ted_ by dense trees on both approaches.

The clearing sight distance between a vehicle at the futufe stop bar and a train is clear in the
southwest quadrant and obstructed by treées in the northwest, northeast, and southeast
quadrants.

Revisions to the hig_hway—r_ail' at-grade railroad crossing warning devices and highway traffic
control devices at the above captioned at-grade crossings may better serve the judicious
motorist.
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DISCUSSION

1.

10.

The Diagnostic Team Membérs examined and discussed thie site conditions at the proposed
highway-rail at-grade crossing. '

The re-establishing of the crossing will occur in two phases.

a. Phase 1 will include the installation of:
i. Rail seal and asphalt at-grade crossing surface.
ii. Crossbuck (R15-1)sign.
iii. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13)
iv. “YEILD” {(R1-2) sign.
v. “No Trespassing” sign

b. Phase 2 will include the installation of:
i. A cantilever structure in the northeast guadrant.
ii. Twelve inches (12”) light-emitting diode flashing lights.

A flagger will be present at the at-grade crossing during rail operations throughout Phase 1.

The county mentioned that there is a project on West Main Street (CR-524) by the water

company.

The county requested concrete at-grade crossing surface. A representative fiom the Railroad
Company stated the asphalt flange surface is. suitable for current train movements and roadway

drivability. The County may contact the Railroad Company and NIDOT if after installation,

the County feels the need to revisit the at-grade surface type;

A representative from Railroad Engineering Safety Unit suggested installing Dynamic Envelop
pavement markings.

The county requested gates. The Railroad representative suggested a cantilever structure.

. A representative from Railroad Engineering Safety Unit stated that the County may review the

highway-rail at-grade crossing conditions and traffic impacts for a six-month period after the
installation of the warning devices. After thereview period, or if a need arises:prior, the County
may request a Diagnostic Team Meeting to review the highway-rail at-grade crossing warning
devices,

10. The Railroad Company will clear vegetation three hundred feet (300°) on both sides of the
track.

The county will trim trees’ branches along West Main Street (CR-524) to maintain a clear view
of the railroad warning devices.
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11. The Railroad Company anticipates a tliree-to-five-day roadway closure for re-establishing the
grade crossing.

12. NJDOT Railroad Engineering will implement a detour for the surface construction.

13. A public notice will be published in the local newspaper (Asbury Park Press) to inform the
public of the project.

DIAGNOSTIC TEAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall;

SURFACE

1.. Install & new crossing surface. The crossing surface shall exténd a mininum of three (3)
feet beyond tlie outer édge of the pavement and/or walkway. The new crossing surface
shall include a continuous welded running rail. The design of the crossing shall conform to
railroad standards.and provide as uniform as practical vertical profile‘through the crossing
area to minimize any discontinuity between the crossing surface and the roadway-approach
pavements leading up to the crossing confines and frack structure.

2. According to the Amiericans with Disabilities Act of 1990 "ADA" and the 2010 ADA
Standards for Accessible Design, ADA requires that the railroad flangeway widths be a
maximum of 2% wide from inside ball of tail to the grade crossing surface and depth of
the flangeway area/gap should be approximately 114" deep from top of rail to the bottom
of flangeway gap. NOTE: The Highway-Rail At-Grade Crossing Surface shall be level
with top of thie rail.

3. Pave approaches.

4, Clear/clean out any vegetation and debris within the railroad R.O.W., three hundred (300)
feet on each side of the at-grade crossing.

5. The West Main Street (CR-524) at-grade crossing surface project requires a minimum of”
three (3) days for surface installation.

B. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall:

& Phase 1 (at Railroad’s own _expense):

1. Install passive at-grade crossing assembly. (Reference current MUTCD: Section 8B.04)
a. Install post-mounted, back-to-back retro-refiective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-
1) signs onh each approach to the at-grade crossing.
‘b. Install a post-mounted, single-faced retro-retlective “YEILD™” (R1-2) sign on each.
‘approach to the at-grade crossing..
¢. Install a 2-inch white retroreflective strip on.the front and back of each post, on éach
approach to the at-grade-crossing.
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e Phase 2 (Reimbursed by NJDOT):

1. Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly from each approach to the at-grade crossing.

2. Inthe northeast quadrant:

a.
b.

c.

d.

s,

Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly.

Install a cantilever structure. _

Install back-to-back twelve inches (12”) light-emitting diode flashing lights post--
mounted on the cantilever.

Install back-to-back twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode {lashing lights on the
cantilever arm,

Reinstall post-mounted, back:to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck.
(R15-1) signs.

Reinstall an Emergency Notification System Sign— ENS (I- 13) on the post of each
approdch to the at-grade crossmg

Install & “No Trespassing” sign.

3. In the southwest quadrant:

4.

Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly.

Install new foundation for mast. _

Inistall post-mounted, back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-
1} signs.

Install back-to-back twelve inches (12”) light-emitting diode flashing lights.

Install an Emergency Notification System Sign — ENS (I-13).

Install a “No Trespassing™ sign. '

4. In thenorthwest and southeast quadrants:

a.

Install a “No Trespassing” sign.

RAILROAD INCLUSIVE

2. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall establish appropriate
maintenance of traffic and traffic controls for trains, vehicles, and pedestrians affected by
work at the crossing hefore work begins.

3. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall notify the Department’s
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit in writing when work is to commence and when work is
complete, for scheduling of inspections and issuance of acceptance/dpproval.

4. Upon approval of the appropriate documents and associated funding, the State of New
Jersey shall reimburse Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Raiiroad for
costs incurred to implement the recommendation listed in Section A line item 1-4 and
Section B Item 1-4.



5.

7.
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Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a signed and
dated Certificate of Compliance ~ Items Containing Steel & Iron™; NJDOT Form DC-
17RR, upon delivery of rails/steel/iron to the-at-grade crossing or upon submission of the
first invoice for surface construction of the subject project. The first surface construction
inveice must include the “Contractor’s Certificate of Compliarice™ NIDOT Form DC-
17RR for acceptance and approval.

Upon completion of all construction of the subject project, Black River &
Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a “Statement of Certification”
specifying, “the Railroad certifiés that all materials received meet or exceed the applicable
AR.EM.A. and N.J.D.O.T. Standards and all work has been completed to the satisfaction
of N.I.D.O.T.” The “Statement of Certification” is required for Project. Closeanit.

NIDOT Railroad Engineering Safety Unit will send out a Notification of Prc:gecl Closeout,

‘at which time, the Railroad has forty-five (45) days to submit FINAL invoices if any.

Invoices may not be accepted after the federal project end date.

C. The New . Jersey Departinent of Transportation Railread Engineering Safety Unit

(through the detour contractor) shall:

1.

2.

6.

Install dynamic envelope pavement marking.
Install a railroad stop bar at each approach to the at-grade crossing.

Install a railroad advance warning (W10-1) sigrt on each approach to the at-grade crossing.
(Reference: MUTCD 8B.06, Section 2C.05 and Table 2C-4.)

Instal] railroad advance warning pavement markings on each approach to the at-grade
crossing.

Rees’ta’blish'the’ double yellow center line pavement marking on each side of the at-grade
erossing.

Reestablish the white edge line pavement markings on each side.of the at-grade crossing,.

D. The County of Monmouth shall:

1.

Maintain all pavement markings, railroad advance warning pavement markings, signs; and
stop bars within the County’s _j_urisdiction.

E. Imclusive:

1,

ALL devices installed controlling roadway vehi‘cle_s.and pedestrians shall be per the current
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices MUTCD).
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2. All work associated with this matter shall be subject to final inspection and approval by
NJDOT’S Railroad Engineering Services Unit.

%]

The Diagnostic Team always reserves the right to reconvene if these railroad traffic control
devices advanced warning devices, roadway approaches, and crossing surfaces are not
adequate for safety.

The distribution of this Memorandum of Record is to those listed on the Initiation of Proceedings
and those in attendance at the Diagnostic Team Meeting. The placement of a Public Notice will be
in local newspapers or publications. Unless any concerned party or a member of the general public
advances a meritorious objection, the matter is submitted to the Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Transportation for final determination. Any person NOT in accord with these
provisions MUST reply in writing within thirty (30) days of the receipt of this Memorandum of
Record. All submissions must include the name or agency and contact information, the at-grade
crossing name, and the DOT Docket Number. Failure to respond qualifies as acceptance.

Meritorious objections received will warrant submission to the Department’s Exception Review
Committee to determine further action.

Completion of the work described herein should be within two (2) years of the issuance of the
ORDER.

Direct any questions and/or objections concerning this matter to the Diagnostic Team Leader,
Salma Abdelrahim — salma.abdelrahim@dot.nj.gov.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Approved by:

oy
R

Salma Abdelrahim ¥
Diagnostic Team Leader

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit




State of PNetw Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

P.O. Box 600

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600

PHILIP D. MURPHY
Governor

TAHESHA L. WAY
Lt. Governor

IN THE MATTER OF THE REVIEW OF

DIANE GUTIERREZ-SCACCETTI
Commissioner

MEMORANDUM OF RECORD

ESTABLISHING A HIGHWAY-RAIL AT-GRADE

CROSSINGS OF BLACK RIVER
- WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN RIVER
RAILROAD FREEHOLD IT. LINE,
SOUTHARD AVENUE AND PREVENTORIUM

ROAD (RAILROAD  AVENUE)

THE

& SOUTHARD AVENUE

DOCKET NO. DOT 08-2024CM

PREVENTORIUM ROAD
DOCKET NO. DOT 09-2024CM

MUNICIPALITY OF HOWELL TOWNSHIP AND
FARMINGDALE BOROUGH, MONMOUTH

COUNTY.

ATTENTION:

Gregory Spiritosanto

Project Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
gregory.spiritosanto@dot.nj.gov

Otoniel Bruno

Principal Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600

Otoniel. Bruno@dot.nj.gov

Rodney Robinson

Engineer Tech

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Rodney.Robinson@dot.nj.gov

)
)
)
)
WITH )
)
)
)
)
)

Salma Abdelrahim

Diagnostic Team Leader

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Salma.Abdelrahim@dot.nj.gov

Barbara Foran

Principal Engineer

Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

New Jersey Department of Transportation
PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Barbara.foran@dot.nj.gov

Christopher Yandoli

Government Representative 2

Division of Community & Constituent Relations
New Jersey Department of Transportation

PO Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600

Christopher. Yandoli@dot.nj.gov

“IMPROVING LIVES BY IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION”
New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer « Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper



Kean Burenga

President

Black River & Western/

Delaware and Raritan River Railroad
PO Box 200

Ringoes, NJ 08551
kburenga@brwrr.com

Justin Yost

Deputy Director of Community Development
Howell Township

4567 Route 9 North

Howell, NJ 07731

jyost@twp.howell.nj.us

Township Manager
Howell Township
4567 Route 9 North
Howell, NJ 07731

TwpManager@twp.howell.nj.us

Paul Novello

Public Works Director
Howell Township

4567 Route 9 North
Howell, NJ 07731
pnovello@twp.howell.nj.us

Victor Cook

Office of Emergency Management Director
Howell Township

4567 Route 9 North

Howell, NJ 07731
veook@twp.howell.nj.us

Corinne DiCorcia Williams, RMC
Farmingdale Borough Clerk

11 Asbury Avenue

Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727
clerk@farmingdaleborough.org

Matt Shafai, P.E., P.P., CM.E.
Farmingdale Borough Engineer
Leon S. Avakian, Inc.

788 Wayside Road

Neptune, NJ 07753
mattshafai(@aol.com
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Joseph Isola
Superintendent of Schools
Howell Township
Administration Building
P.O. Box 579

Howell, NJ 07731
jisola@howell.k12.nj.us

Claire Petruzzella, PE, PP, CME
Assistant Township Engineer
Howell Township

4567 Route 9 North

Howell, NJ 07731
cpetruzzella@twp.howell.nj.us

Chief John Storrow

Howell Township Police Department
300 Old Tavern Road

Howell, NJ 07731
jstorrow@howellpolice.org

Patrolman Matthew Cherney

Traffic Safety

Howell Township Police Department
300 Old Tavern Road

Howell, NJ 07731
mcherney@howellpolice.org

Chief Daniel Roth

Howell Township Fire Department
Adelphia Fire Company

925 Adelphia Road

POB 125

Adelphia, NJ 07710

Robert Lewis

Farmingdale Borough Fire Chief
54 Main Street

PO Box 132

Farmingdale, NJ 07727

George Dyevoich

Streets and Roads Committee Chairperson
11 Asbury Avenue

Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727
gdyevoich@farmingdaleborough.org
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Elizabeth Griffin

Assistant to the Construction Department at the
Borough's Administrative Offices

11 Asbury Avenue

Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727

lgriffin@farmingdaleborough.org

James A. Daly

Farmingdale Borough Mayor
11 Asbury Ave.
Farmingdale, NJ 07727

jdaly@farmingdaleborough.org

Ronald Sanasac

Asst. Superintendent

Howell Twp. and Farmingdale Boro. Schools
P.O. Box 579

Howell, NJ

rsanasac(@howell.k12.nj.us

To the above Addressees:

John Clements

Wastewater Engineer

Mott MacDonald

3 Paragon Way

Freehold, NJ 07728
John.clementsiii@mottmac.com

Michael Silvani

Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit
Howell Township

300 Old Tavern Rd.

Howell Township, NJ 07731
Msilvani(@howellpolice.org

Transmitted herewith is the Diagnostic Team’s MEMORANDUM OF RECORD, for the above

referenced project.

Direct any questions, comments, or objections in writing to the NJDOT’s Railroad Engineering
Safety Unit, Diagnostic Team Leader at salma.abdelrahim@dot.nj.gov.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Approxed by:

i B

Dated:

/Greéf)r{ Spiritéganto

Supervisor Engineer
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit
Capital Program Support

7/12/13



State of Pew Jergep

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.O. Box 600
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600

PHILIP D. MURPHY DIANE GUTIERREZ-SCACCETTI

Governor Commissioner

TAHESHA L. WAY
Lt. Governor

IN THE MATTER OF REVIEW OF THE
RAILROAD WARNING DEVICES, TRAFFIC
CONTROL DEVICES AND SURFACE OF THE
HIGHWAY-RAIL AT-GRADE CROSSING OF
BLACK RIVER & WESTERN/DELAWARE AND

)  MEMORANDUM OF RECORDS

)

)

)

)
RARITAN RIVER RAILROAD FREEHOLD LT. )

)

)

)

)

Southard Avenue

LINE, WITH SOUTHARD AVENUE, IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF HOWELL AND BOROUGH OF
FARMINGDALE, MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY. USDOT INVENTORY NO. 501187G.

DOCKET NO. DOT 08-2024CM

ATTENTION:

The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation initiated proceedings for the
above-captioned matter to determine the highway-rail at-grade crossing surface and railroad
warning devices necessary for the re-establishment of the at-grade crossing.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad is restoring 5 miles of the Freehold
I.T. track between Freehold and Farmingdale to divert freight operations from the NJT North
Jersey Coast Line. The line will redirect freight service away from busy at-grade crossings in
Redbank and neighboring communities and continue to provide service to four existing customers
and the Naval Weapons Station at Earl.

After notice, a Diagnostic Team Meeting took place on Wednesday, August 30, 2023, at the
location of the highway-rail at-grade crossing of Southard Avenue, in Township of Howell and

Borough of Farmingdale, Monmouth County.

The following stakeholders were present at the Diagnostic Team Meeting:

Salma Abdelrahim Diagnostic Team Leader Railroad Engineering Safety Unit/NJDOT
Barbara Foran Principal Engineer Railroad Engineering Safety Unit/NJDOT
Kean Burenga President BRW/DRRR

John Clements Wastewater Engineer Mott MacDonald

“IMPROVING LIVES BY IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION"
New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer » Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper
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James A. Daly Mayor Farmingdale Borough
Justin Yost Deputy Director Community Development/Howell Township
Michael Silvani Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit ~ Howell Township
Ronald Sanasac Asst. Superintendent Howell Schools

The Diagnostic Team, comprised of those in attendance, reviewed the current conditions of
Southard Avenue highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The Diagnostic Team Leader advised the attendees that the functions and powers of the Board of
Public Utility Commissioners, under Title 48:2-28 & 48:2-29 of the New Jersey Revised Statutes
transferred to the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation under Title 27-1A-62. The
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation delegated the review process to the Railroad
Engineering Safety Unit.

For purposes of review and discussions, Southard Avenue orients in the north/south direction, and
Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Freehold L.T. Line orients in the
east/west direction. The quadrants are related to the at-grade crossing. The red line represents the
approximate location of the at-grade crossing.
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DIAGNOSTIC TEAM FINDINGS

1.

2.

10. The anticipated train units consist of an average of fifteen (15) railcats per movement, at a

1.

12.
13.

14.

15.

New Jersey Transit owns the railroad right-of-way.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad will maintain and operate on the
tracks.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad refess to the curtently disused
raiiroad line as the Freehold Branch.

The Railroad right-of-way at Southard Avenue is approximately sixty-six (66) feet wide.

The Southard Avenue at-grade crossing is USDOT# 501187G in the Federal Railroad
Administration Inventory Database.

One (1) track of the testored Freehold 1L.T: Line-will cross Southard Avente, at a right angle.

The highway-rail at-grade crossing surface is rail seal and -asphalt. The at-grade crossing
surface was constructed on June 28, 2023, under a municipal utility project.

There is a rail switch near the highway-rail at-grade crossing for a turn out near the highway-
rail at-grade crossing approximately nine (9) feet of the edge of the roadway:.

The projected volume of freight trains on the Freehold L.T. Line across the Southard Avenue.
at-grade crossing is anticipated to be 2-3 train movements per week, Monday through Friday,
during daylight hours.

maximum speed of 10 mph.

The Railroad Company projects transporting about four (4) cars. of hazardous materials per
year..

Currently there is no planned passenger service on the line.,

- The Railroad Company expects rail operations to begin in late 2023 or early 2024.

According to NJDOT Straight Line Diagram, Southard Avenue (CR-21) County Road ends at
its intersection with Squankum Yellowbrook Road, approximately two thousand four hundred.

(2,400) feet south the at-grade crossing.

Southard Avenue is a municipal roadway, one (1) lane in each direction, under the jurisdiction
of Howell Township at the sotthern side of the roadway and Farmingdale Botrough at the
northern side of the roadway.



16.

17.

18,

19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,

25.
26.

27.

28

29,
30.
31

32,
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The Average Annual Daily Traffic Volume (AADT) as mdicated by the Federal Railroad
Administration is 4224 in 2016.

The posted speed limit is 25 mph near the at-grade crossing.

In proximity to the railroad line, the existing roadway width is approximately thirty-three 3 3)
feet wide.

In the northwest quadrant, there is a driveway parallel with the raitroad track. The driveway is

approximately fifty feet (50° ) from the at-grade crossing.

In the noitheast quadrant of Southard Avenue at-grade, there is.a driveway approximately three
hundred feet (300°) from the at-grade crossing.

There aie' no sidewalks or shoulders near the at-grade crossing. There are curbs in the
southbound approach to the at-grade crossing.

There are faded solid double yellow center lines and sotid white edge line pavement markings
near the at-grade crossing.

There are no stop bar pavement markings on both approaches to the at-grade crossing.

There are railroad pavement markings on the southbound approach to the at-grade crossing,
but there is no one on the northbound approach to the at-grade crossing.

There are railroad advance-warning signs (W10-1) on both approaches to the at-grade crossing.
The municipality representative indicated that school buses utilize Southard Avenue.

The surrounding area in proximity to the rail line is commercial.

~There are commercial buildings in the northeast and northwest quadrants of the at-grade

crossing.
There are dense trees in the northeast and southeast quadrants of the at-grade crossing.
There is an open field in the southwest quadrant of the at-grade crossing.

There 1s a commercial bui'ldin‘g_ in-the northwest quadrant of the at-grade crossing.

There are utility power lines along both sides of Southard Avenue in proximity to the at-grade

Cr OSSlBg



33.

34,
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There are storm water inlets in the northwest and northeast quadrants of the at-grade crossing.

There is ho overhead light fixture in proximity to the railroad right-of-way.

DISCUSSION

1.

2.

3.

10.

11.

© e e o

The Diagnostic Team Members examined and discussed the site eonditions at the highway-rail
at-grade erossing.

The Diagnostic Team Members. discussed the locations of the railroad wami'ng__ devices.
The Team agreed to ifistall:

Crossbuck (R15-1) sign

Twelve inches (12") light-emitting diode flashing lights-
Cantilever

Guide rail

Delineator

‘Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13)

“No Trespassing” sign

. The crogsbuck (R15-1) sighs need to be installed promptly.

A flagger will be presént at the at-grade crossing during rail operations until flashing lights are

installed.

The Railioad Company will clear vegetation three hundred feet (300’_) on both sides of the

track.

The Townships will trim tree branches to maintain clear sight distance within their
jurisdictions.

. The Townships will maintain, within their jurisdictions, railtoad advance warning sigps,

railroad pavement markings, stop bars, double yellow lines, and edge lines around the at-grade-
Crossing.

The Diagnostic Team discussed a truck’s right turning radius exiting the business in the,
northwest quadrant of the at-grade crossing. Currently, trucks encroach upon the area intended.
forrailroad warning devices.

The Team suggested ring guide rail due to heavy truck movement in the‘northwest quadrant.

The Team suggested flexible delineators in thie northwest quadrant, for a visual mark for the
edge of driveway and roadway.
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DIAGNOSTIC TEAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall (Reimbursed by
NJDOT):

1. Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly fromi each approach to the at-~grade crossing:

2. Install the following in the northwest guadrant;
a. New foundation for cantilever.
b. Single lane cantilever.
¢. Mast mounted back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-1)
signs.
d. Mast mounted back-to-back twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing
lights.
e. Back-to-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-1) signs on the
cantilever arm.
. Back-to-back twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights on the
cantilever arm.
g. Emergenicy Notification System sign — ENS (I-13).
h. “No Trespassing” sign.
1. Ring guide rail.
j. Delineatofs.

3. lInstal] the following in the-southeast quadrant:
a. New foundation for mast.
b. Back-to-back retro-reflective railtoad crossing crossbuck (R15-1) signs.
¢. Back-to-back twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights.
d. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13). '
e. “No Trespassing” sign:

4. Install a.“No Trespassing™ sign in the northeast and southwest quadrants,

RAILROAD INCLUSIVE

1. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall establish appropriate
maintenance of traffic and traffic controls for trains, vehicles, and pedestrians affected by
work at the crossing before work begins.

2. Black River& Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall notify the Depariment’s
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit in writing when work is to commence and when work is
complete, for scheduling of inspections and issuance of accept_ancef’approval..

3. Upon approval of the appropriate decuments and associated funding, the State of New
Jersey shall reimburse Black River & Westermn/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad for
costs.incurred to implement the recommendation listed in Section B Phase 2.



Southard Avenie - MEMORANDUM OF RECORDS
Docket No. DOT 08 - 2024CM
Page 7 of 8

4. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad. shall provide a signed and
dated Certificate: of Compliance — Items Containing Steel & Iron;” NIDOT Form DC-
17RR, upon delivery of rails/steel/iton to the at-grade crossing of upon submiission of the
first invoice for surface construction of the subject projeet. The first surface eonstruction
invoice must include the “Contractor’s Cértificate of Compliance;” NJDOT Form DC-
17RR for acceptance and approval.

5. Upon completion of all construction of the subject project, Black River &
Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a “Statement of Certification”
specifying, “the Railroad certifies that all materials received meet or exceed the applicable
AREM.A. and N.1.D.O.T. Standards and all work has been completed to the satisfaction
of N.J.D.O.T.” The “Statement of Certification™ is required for Project Closeout.

6. NIDOT Railroad Engineering Safety Unit will send out a Noﬁﬁg_ation of Project Closeout,
-at which time, the Railroad has forty-five (45) days to submit FINAL inveices if any.
Invoices may not be aecepted after the federal project end date.

C. The New_Jersey Department of Transpoitation Railroad Engineering Safety Unit
(through the detour contractor) shall:

1. Install dynaniic envelope pavement marking.
2. Install a railroad stop bar-at each approach to the at-grade crossing.

3. Install a railroad advance warning (W10-1) sign on each approach to the at-grade crossing.
(Refereénce: MUTCD 8B.06, Section 2C.05 and Table 2C-4.)

4. Install railroad advance warning pavement markings on edch approach to the at-grade
crossing.

5. Reestablish the double yellow center line pavernent marking on each side of the at-grade
Crossing.

6. Regestablish the white edge line pavement markings on each side of the at-grade crossing,

.. The Township of Howell shall:

1. Maintain all pavement markings, railroad advance warming pavement markings, signs; and
stop bars within the Township’s jurisdiction.

E. The Borough of Farmingdale shall:

1. Maintain all pavement markings, railtoad advance warning pavement markings, signs, and
stop bars within the Township’s jurisdiction.



Southard Avenue - MEMORANDUM OF RECORDS
Docket No. DOT 08 - 2024CM
Page 8 of 8

F. Inclusive:

1. ALL devices installed controlling roadway vehicles and pedestrians shall be per the current
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

2. All work associated with this matter shall be subject to final inspection and approval by
NJDOT’S Railroad Engineering Services Unit.

3. The Diagnostic Team always reserves the right to reconvene if these railroad traffic control
devices advanced warning devices, roadway approaches, and crossing surfaces are not
adequate.

The distribution of this Memorandum of Record is to those listed on the Initiation of Proceedings
and those in attendance at the Diagnostic Team Meeting. The placement of a Public Notice will be
in local newspapers or publications. Unless any concerned party or a member of the general public
advances a meritorious objection, the matter is submitted to the Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Transportation for final determination. Any person NOT in accord with these
provisions MUST reply in writing within thirty (30) days of the receipt of this Memorandum of
Record. All submissions must include the name or agency and contact information, the at-grade
crossing name, and the DOT Docket Number. Failure to respond qualifies as acceptance.

Meritorious objections received will warrant submission to the Department’s Exception Review
Committee to determine further action.

Completion of the work described herein should be within two (2) years of the issuance of the

ORDER.

Direct any questions and/or objections concerning this matter, in writing, to the Diagnostic Team
Leader, Salma Abdelrahim — salma.abdelrahim(@dot.nj.gov

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Approved by:

Q@L’/ Date: A /2’/@)—5

Salma Abdelrahim
Diagnostic Team Leader
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit




State of FNetw Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.O. Box 600
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600
PHILIP D. MURPHY DIANE GUTIERREZ-SCACCETTI
Governor Commissioner

TAHESHA L. WAY
Lt. Governor

IN THE MATTER OF THE REVIEW OF
ESTABLISHING A HIGHWAY-RAIL AT-GRADE
CROSSING OF BLACK RIVER &
WESTERN/DELAWARE AND RARITAN RIVER
RAILROAD FREEHOLD I.T. LINE, WITH
PREVENTORIUM ROAD, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
HOWELL AND BOROUGH OF FARMINGDALE,
MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

MEMORANDUM OF RECORD

Preventorium Road

DOCKET NO. DOT 09-2024CM

L L S N L

ATTENTION:

The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation initiated proceedings for the
above-captioned matter to determine the highway-rail at-grade crossing surface and railroad
warning devices necessary for the establishment of the at-grade crossing.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad requested the establishment of the
highway-rail at-grade crossing due to the restoration of 5 miles of the Freehold L.T. track between
Freehold and Farmingdale to divert freight operations from the NJT North Jersey Coast Line. The
line will redirect freight service away from busy at-grade crossings in Redbank and neighboring
communities and continue to provide service to four existing customers and the Naval Weapons
Station at Earl.

After notice, a Diagnostic Team Meeting took place on Wednesday, August 30, 2023, at the
location of the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing of Preventorium Road, in Township of
Howell and Borough of Farmingdale, Monmouth County.

The following stakeholders were present at the Diagnostic Team Meeting:

Salma Abdelrahim Diagnostic Team Leader Railroad Engineering Safety Unit/NJDOT
Barbara Foran Principal Engineer Railroad Engineering Safety Unit/NJDOT
Kean Burenga President BRW/DRRR

John Clements Wastewater Engineer Mott MacDonald

James A. Daly Mayor Farmingdale Borough

Justin Yost Deputy Director Community Development/Howell Township

“IMPROVING LIVES BY IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION”
New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer « Printed on Recycled and Recyclable Paper



Preventorium Road - MEMORANDUM OF RECORD
Docket No. DOT 09-2024CM
Page 2 of 9

Michael Silvani Patrolman Traffic Safety Unit  Howell Township
Ronald Sanasac Asst. Superintendent Howell Schools

The Diagnostic Team, comprised of those in attendance, reviewed the current conditions of
Preventorium Road pertaining to establishing the highway-rail at-grade crossing.

The Diagnostic Team Leader advised the attendees that the functions and powers of the Board of
Public Utility Commissioners, under Title 48:2-28 & 48:2-29 of the New Jersey Revised Statutes
transferred to the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation under Title 27-1A-62. The
Commissioner of the Department of Transportation delegated the review process to the Railroad
Engineering Safety Unit.

For purposes of review and discussions, Preventorium Road orients in the north/south direction,
and Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Freehold I.T. Line orients in the
east/west direction. The quadrants are related to the at-grade crossing establishment. The red line
represents the approximate location of the at-grade crossing. The roadway is known as Railroad
Avenue north of the proposed at-grade and Preventorium Road south of the proposed at-grade
crossing.
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DIAGNOSTIC TEAM FINDINGS

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

New Jersey Transit owns the railroad right-of-way.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad will maintain and operate on the
tracks.

Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad refers to the currently disused

railroad line as the Freehoid Branch.

The Railroad right-of-way at Preventorium Road is approximately one thousand feet (1,0007)

wide.

One (1) ttack of Freehold 1.T. Line will cross Preventorium Road, at:an acute angle.

An at-grade crossing existed in a similar location in the 1950s, arid it was removed in the 1960s..
The at-grade crossing’s line was called Sea Girt.

The proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing surface will be rail seal and asphalt.

There are no proposed rail switches near the proposed highway-rail at-grade crossing. There is

‘aturnout near the:prop'osed-'highWay-r‘ail-.at-gr‘ad'e crossing to merge with Southern Secondary

Branch.

The projected volume -of freight trains on the F'_lf.e_e_h.o'ld I.T. Line across the proposed.
Preventorium Road at-gra_de crossing is anticipated to be 2-3 train movements per week,
Monday through Friday, during daylight hours.

The anticipated train units consist of an average of fifteen (15) railcars per movement, at a

maximum speed of 10 mph,

The Railroad Company- projects transporting: about four (4) cars of hazardous materials per
year.

Currently there is no planned passenger service on the line.
The Railroad Company expects rail operations to begin in late 2023 or-early 2024,

Preventorium Road is a municipal roadway, one (1) lane in each direction, under the

jurisdiction of Howell Township at the southern side of the roadway anid Farmingdale Borough
at the northern side of the roadway.

There 1s an existing at-g__rade crossing -on Railroad Road. Railroad Road at-grade crossing is
one thousand feet (1,000”) from the proposed Preventorium at-grade crossing.



16.

17.
18. In proximity to the railroad iine, the éxisting roadway width is approximately thirty feet (30°)
19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24, The municipalities representative: indicated 2-3 school buses utilize Preventorium Road per

day.

25,

26.

27.
28.

29,
30.

31.
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The Average Annual Daily Traffic Volume (AADT) ds indicated by the Federal Railroad
Administration for Railroad Avenue at-grade crossing is 1 ,824 in 2017 with eighteen percent
(18%) trucks. AADT of Preventorium Road could be approximately the same as Railroad
Avenue’s AADT, as Railroad Avenue at-grade crossing and Preventorium Road proposed at-

‘grade crossing are on the same roadway.

The posted speed limit is 25 mph.

wide.

There is an intersection approximately five hundred feet (500°) from the proposed at-grade
crossing in.the noxthern side of the. proposed at-grade ¢rossing.

Thete i5 an intersection approximately six hundred feet (600”) from the proposed at-grade
crossing in the southern side of the proposed at-grade crossing.

There are no sidewalks, curbs, or shoulders near the railroad line.

There 1% no solid double yellow:center lines and solid white edge line pavement markings near
the proposcd at-grade crossing at Farmingdale Boroughside of the roadway:

There are solid double ycllow center lines and solid white edge line pavement markings near
the proposed at-grade crossirig at Howell Township side of the readway.

The municipalities representative indicated that there are no Transit buses utilize Preventorium
Road.

The susrounding area in proximity to the rail line is commercial.

It the norfhwest quadrant, there is Manasquan River Regional Sewerage Authority (MRRSA)
pumping station.

In the northwest quadrant, there is Jersey Central Power and Light Company (JCP&L)
building.

In the southeast and northeast quadrants, there 1s' Southern S"e‘condaryiBranCh raifroad track.
There are dense trees in all quadrants of the proposed at-grade crossing.

There are utility power lines along the west side of Preventorium Road.
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32. There is no overhead light fixture in proximity o the railroad right-of-way.

33. There are no stormwater intlets in proxnnlty to the raifroad right-of-way. There is'no flooding
issue-around the proposed at-grade crossing area.

DISCUSSION

I. The Diagnostic Team Members examined and discussed the site conditions at the proposed
highway-rail at-grade crossing.

2. The Railroad. Company. is establishing Preventorium Road at-grade crossing to-move the
freight service on its line to. the south,

3. The establishing of the crossing will occur in two phases.

a. Phase 1 will include the installation of:
i.  Rail seal and-asphalt at-grade crossing suiface.
ii.  Crossbuck (R15-1) sign.
iii. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13)
iv. “YEILD” (R1-2) sign.
v. “No Trespassing” sigh

b. Phase 2 will include the installation of: |
i. Twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights.

4. A flagger will be present at the at-grade crossing during rail operations throughout Phase 1.

5. The Railroad Company will clear vegetation three hundred feet (300) on both sides of the
track.

6. The Railroad Company will provide us with new USDOT# for Preventorium Road new at-
grade crossing.

7. The Railroad Company anticipates a three-to-five-day roadway closure for establishing the
grade crossing.

8. Howell Township and Farmingdale Borough will trim tree branches within their jurisdiction
to maintain clear sight distarice.

9. Howell Township and Farmingdale Borough will maintain pavement markings and advance
warning sign within their jurisdiction.

10. NJDOT Railroad Engineering will implement a detour for the surface construction.
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DIAGNOSTIC TEAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

A, Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad'_Sha]l:'

SURFACE

1.

Install a new crossing surface. The crossing surface shall extend a minimum of three (3)
feet beyond the outer edge of the pavement and/or walkway. The new crossing surface
shall include a contiriuous welded running rail. The design of the crossing shall conforin to
railroad standards and provide as uniform as practical vertical profile threugh the crossing
area to minimize any discontinuity between the crossing surface and the roadway approach
pavements leading up to the crossing confines and track structure.

According to thé Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 "ADA" and the 2010 ADA
Standards for Accessible Design, ADA requires that the railroad flangeway widths be a
maximum of 2% wide ffom inside ball of rail to the: grade crossinig surface and depth of
the ﬂangcway area/gap should be apptoximately 14 deep from top of rail to the bottom
of flangeway gap. NOTE: The Highway-Rail At-Grade Crossing Surface shall be level
with the top of the rail.

Pave approaches.
Clear/clean out any vegetation and debris within the railroad R.O.W., three hundred (3007)
feet on each side of the at-grade ¢rossing. Remove tree in-the northeast quadrant of the

proposed at-grade-crossing.

The Preventorium Road ‘at-grade crossing surface project requires a minimum of four to’
five (4-3) days for surface installation.

B. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad Shall:

o Phase 1 (at Railroad’s own expense):

1.

Install passive at-grade crossing assembly. (Reference current MUTCD Section 8B.04)

a. Inhstall post-mounted, back-to-back retro-reflective railroad erossing crossbuck (R15-
1) signs on each approach to the at-grade crossing.

b.. Install a post-mounted, single-faced retro-reflective: “YEILD” (R1-2) sign on each
approach to the at-grade crossing.

¢. Install a 2-inch white retroreflective strip on the:front and back of each post, on each
approach to the at-grade crossing. '

d. Install.an Emergency Notification System Slgn ENS (I- 13) on the post of each
approach to the at-grade crossing.
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o Phase 2 (Reimbursed by NJDOT):

1. Remove passive at-grade crossing assembly from each approach to the at-grade crossing.

2. .Install the following in the northwest quadrant:

New foundation for mast.

Back-io-back retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R15-1) signs.
Back-to-back twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode fiashing lights.
Emergency Notification System sign —ENS (I-13).

“No Trespassing” sign. '

p oo o

3. Install the following in the southeast quadrant:

a. New foundation for mast.

b. Single-faced retro-refléctive railroad crossing crossbuck (R1 5-1) signs, facing.
northbound approach. '

c. Single-faced twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights, facmg
northbound ‘approach.

d. Emergency Notification System sign — ENS (I-13).

e. “No Trespassing” sign.

4. Install the following in the northeast quadrant:
4. New foundation for-mast.
b. Single-faced retro-reflective railroad crossing crossbuck (R13-1) signs, facing
southbound approach.
¢. Single-faced twelve inches (127) light-emitting diode flashing lights, facing
southbound approach.
d. “No Trespassing” sign.

5. Install a “No Trespassing” sign in the southwest quadrant.

RAILROAD INCLUSIVE

1. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall establish appropriate
maintenance of traffic and traffic controls for trains, vehicles, and pedestrians affected by
work at the erossing before work begms

2. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall notify the Department’s.
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit in writing when work is to commence and when work is.
complete, for scheduling of inspections and issuance of acceptance/approval,

3. Upon approval of the appropriate documents and associated funding, the State of New
Jersey shall reimburse. Black River & Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad for
costs incirred to implement the recommendation listed in Section A line item 1-4 and
Section B Phase 2.
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4. Black River & Western/Delawaré and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a signed and

6.

dated Certificate of Compliance — Iterns Containing Steel & Tron;” NIDOT Form DC-
17RR, upon delivery of rails/steel/iron to the at-grade ¢rossing or ipon subrnission of the
first invoice for surface construction of the subject project. The first surface construction
inveice must include the. “Contracior’s Certificate of Compliance;” NJDOT Form DC-
17RR for dcceptance and approval.

Upon completion of all construction of the subject project; Black River &
Western/Delaware and Raritan River Railroad shall provide a “Statement of Certification”
specifying, “the Railroad certifies that all materials received meet or exceed the apphcable
AREM.A. and N.J.D.O.T. Standards.and all work has been completed to the satisfaction
of N.J.D.O.T.” The “Statement of Certification™ is required for Project Closeout.

NIDOT Railroad Engineering Safety Unit-will send out a Notification of Project Closeout,
at which time, the Railroad has forty-five (45) days to submit FINAL invoices if any.
Invaices may not be accepted after the federal project end date.

C. The New Jersey Department of Transportation Railroad Engineering Safety Unit

(through the detour contractor) shall:

L.

2.

Install dynamic envelope pavement marking.
Install a railroad stop bar at each approach to the at-grade crossing..

Install a railroad advance warning (W10-1) sign on each approach to the at-grade crossing.
(Reference: MUTCD 8B.06, Section 2C.05 and Table 2€-4.)

Install railroad advance warning pavement markings on each approach to the at-grade
¢rossing. A portion of the railroad advance warning pavement markings should be opposite
1o failroad advance warning (W10-1) sign.

Reestablish/install the-double yellow center lirie pavement marking on cach side of the at-
grade ¢rossing.

Reestablish/install the white edge line pavement markings on each side of the at-grade,
Crossing..

D. The Township of Howell shall;

1.

Maintain all pavement markings, railroad advance warning pavement markings, signs, and
stop bars within the Township’s jurisdiction.
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E. The Borough of Farmingdale shall:

1. Maintain all pavement markings, railroad advance warning pavement markings, signs, and
stop bars within the Township’s jurisdiction.

F. Inclusive:

1. ALL devices installed controlling roadway vehicles and pedestrians shall be per the current
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

2. All work associated with this matter shall be subject to final inspection and approval by
NJIDOT’S Railroad Engineering Services Unit.

3. The Diagnostic Team always reserves the right to reconvene if these railroad traffic control
devices advanced warning devices, roadway approaches, and crossing surfaces are not
adequate.

The distribution of this Memorandum of Record is to those listed on the Initiation of Proceedings
and those in attendance at the Diagnostic Team Meeting. The placement of a Public Notice will be
in local newspapers or publications. Unless any concerned party or a member of the general public
advances a meritorious objection, the matter is submitted to the Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Transportation for final determination. Any person NOT in accord with these
provisions MUST reply in writing within thirty (30) days of the receipt of this Memorandum of
Record. All submissions must include the name or agency and contact information, the at-grade
crossing name, and the DOT Docket Number. Failure to respond qualifies as acceptance.

Meritorious objections received will warrant submission to the Department’s Exception Review
Committee to determine further action.

Completion of the work described herein should be within two (2) years of the issuance of the
ORDER.

Direct any questions and/or objections concerning this matter, in writing, to the Diagnostic Team
Leader, Salma Abdelrahim — salma.abdelrahim(@dot.nj.gov

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Approved by:

W i ?/Z///zo 23

Salma Abdelrahim
Diagnostic Team Leader
Railroad Engineering Safety Unit






